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OVR’s Mission is…

To assist Pennsylvanians with disabilities 

prepare for, obtain and maintain 

employment by promoting independence 

and employability.



OVR Offices in Pennsylvania

15 Bureau of  Vocational Rehabilitation Services 

District Offices

6 Bureau of  Blind and Visual Services Offices

1 Central Office



Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation Services 
a

Who do we serve?

The following counties are served by the 
Harrisburg District Office of  OVR:

• Mifflin

• Juniata

• Perry 

• Cumberland

• Dauphin

• Lebanon



A Disability is… 

a physical or mental condition that limits a 

person's movements, senses, or activities.



Some disabilities include:

• Physical Disabilities 

• Autism

• Epilepsy

• Cerebral Palsy

• ADHD or ADD

• Speech and Language

• Cognitive Impairment

• Deaf/Hard of  hearing

• Learning Disabilities (Math, Reading, Writing)

• Mental Health (Depression, Bipolar, Anxiety, 

etc.)

• Traumatic Brain Injury

• Blindness

• Vision Loss and Impairment

• And others…



Possible challenges to obtaining, 

maintaining & advancing in Employment 

and Post-Secondary Education

• Mobility

• Self Care

• Work Tolerance

• Interpersonal 
Skills

• Work Skills

• Communication

• Self Direction
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Our services help students build essential work and 

life skills in the following areas:

• Self-Advocacy

• Work Readiness 

• Independent Living

• Job Exploration

• Exploration of  Post-Secondary Options



Early Reach Individual and Group Services

• The purpose of  the Early Reach Initiative is to 
connect with youth beginning at age 14 so they 
are more familiar with OVR services and can 
begin to consider vocational options sooner

• We are preparing students for referral to the 
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) counselor,  so they 
can readily talk about their disability, know their 
strengths and challenges, have a beginning plan 
for life after high school, and to know what to 
expect when working with a VR Counselor.



Available services for students who have completed 

the intake process

Job Shadowing

Early Reach Academy

Paid Work Experience

OJT (On-the-job-training)

Project Search (Hershey)



Job Shadowing

• Job Shadowing Experience 

in an occupation of  

interest in a community 

integrated setting

• Typically 10 hours



• 3 week summer program

• College setting

• Students will…

• Grow in independence 

• Experience College environment

• Students must have completed an 
intake with OVR staff  and be in 11th

or 12th grade



(PWE) Paid Work Experience

• Based on students interest, 
skills and abilities 

• Capped at 40 hours

• Skill development for 
competitive integrated 
employment

• In/After School or outside of  
school settings



On the Job Training  (OJT) 

• Has the potential to turn into a 

job



Project Search

• Provides Real-life work experience

• 1 year internship program

• Student must be in their last year of  high school

• Students with significant disabilities who intend to 
enter the workforce after high school

• Located at Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey 
Medical Center



Additional OVR Services

• Vocational Counseling Services

• Diagnostic Services

• Vocational Evaluation

• Restoration Services

• Training Services

• Placement Services



Vocational Counseling Services

• Understanding potential

• Rely on abilities

• Set realistic goals

• Develop successful work 

habits

• Vocational Guidance and 

counseling



Diagnostic Services

• Evaluations include and not limited to medical, psychological, 

audiological, dental, eye doctor, assistive technology, 

• To better understand your disability and identify specific types of 

needs to support you



Vocational Evaluation

• An evaluation to assess your 

interests and abilities that may 

include: aptitude, academic testing, 

function capacity, and Community 

Based Work Assessment



Restoration Services

• Medical Services

• Assistive Technology

• Medical Equipment



Training Services

OVR provides Counseling and Guidance on Post-Secondary Education 
and Training

• Exploration of Post-Secondary and Training options

• Scholarship opportunities

• Applying for financial aid

• Requesting accommodations



Placement Services

• Instruction in filling out job 

applications

• Resume writing

• Finding job leads

• Interviewing skills



How much do services cost?

There is no charge for:

• Pre-Employment 
Individual/Group Services 

• Job Shadowing

• PWE (Paid Work Experience)

• Early Reach Academy

• Project Search – Hershey

• Diagnostic Services

• Vocational Evaluations

• OJT  (On the Job Training)

• Counseling

• Job Placement

**There are additional services available through OVR that have costs associated with them.



When do services cost money?

• OVR is an eligibility based services – not an entitlement

• Eligibility based services may have a cost associated with 
them.

• Family income is considered when determining if there is 
a cost/contribution toward a service.



Who Should  be Referred?

• Students who are 1-2 years away from graduating 
from high school.

• Students whose disability(ies) are going to present a 
challenge to him/her attending post-secondary 
training or education or becoming employed after 
graduation

• Students who WANT to work



How do you apply?

OVR ONLINE PRE-APPLICATION

Apply online at www.PACareerLink.pa.gov



OVR PRE-APPLICATION

• Must be completed 

within 90 days once it 

is started

• All questions must be 

answered in all 

sections

• Don’t forget to click 

“submit”!



Eligibility Documentation

(neuro)

Psychological 
or Psychiatric 

Evaluation

Vocational 
Evaluation

Academic 
Records

Grade Reports Work Study 
Experience

Medical 
information

IEP

• Documentation is used to 
determine eligibility

• Eligibility determined by Vocational 
Counselor

• Neuro-Psych Evals must be within 
2 years

• Release of  Information is required 
to obtain documentation



Financial Needs Test

There is no charge for:

• Vocational Counseling Services 

• Diagnostic Services

• Vocational Evaluations

• Pre-Employment Transition Services

Each customer will complete a financial needs test at their 
initial appointment. 

*Depending on your income, you may have to contribute to the cost of  
OVR services (other than those listed above).



Individualized Plan for Employment

• What is an IPE?

A document that you and your Vocational Counselor develop to determine 

steps to reach your career goal

• IPE lists: 

• Vocational goals

• Services needed to reach your vocational goals

• Criteria for how these services will help you to reach your goals, and 

customer/counselor responsibilities



What are Customer 

Responsibilities?

YOU are in charge of your rehabilitation program

• Keep all appointments

• Ask questions

• Be honest

• Open communication

• Advocate for yourself 



What are the Counselor 

Responsibilities?

• Help you understand your strengths

• Help you to identify the steps needed to 

overcome challenges to employment

• Provide Vocational counseling and guidance

• Service authorization/follow-up



When do you leave OVR?

• After a minimum of 90 days of successful employment

• However, you can reapply to OVR at any time for the 

following reasons:

• Post-employment services

• New career

• Change in disability/impediments



Questions ???



Forum Place

555 Walnut St, 

8th floor

Harrisburg, PA 

17101

717-787-7834

Harrisburg District Office

Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation Services


